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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS      SCHOONER  POOL       March 2020 
 

Thank you for choosing a Polyworld Pool! We know you will have years of fun. 
This is a guide to the installation of your new pool. You are welcome to call our office and discuss the 
process, and you can find more information and videos on our website. Our delivery driver can assist for a 
short while to help you install. 
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  10)  Decking 

1) Site Preparation  
 
The Schooner Pool has a footprint of 5,000 mm x 2,500 mm 
The pool needs to stand on a very level surface (if the base is not level, the water line will appear odd) –  
The base needs to be concrete or compacted fill 
Concrete needs to be a minimum of grade 15 mPa, a minimum of 100mm thick, with one layer of steel 
mesh. If the concrete stands on unstable soil, it might need to be thicker. 
Minimum 5,100 mm long 2,600 mm wide – but you might want to have a bigger slab to keep the area 
clean. 
Compacted fill can be 150mm of crusher dust / cracker dust / decomposed granite / road base – if you 
only use river sand, there is a risk of it washing away and undermining, leaving voids.   It needs at least 
300mm wider than the pool all the way around  to stop the edge collapse – or the base can be contained 
within treated sleepers  and star pickets. Any loss of fill must be attended to immediately, to re-support 
the base. 
 
Do not have any sharp rocks or steel in the base, you risk penetrating the base of the pool. 
The pool must not be placed against a wall – it must be free (at least 150 mm) to expand with the water 
pressures. 
 

2) Offload and Place 
• The delivery truck will bring the pool, with a stripped down frame, and the filter with accessories 

as ordered. 
• If you have a crane available, that’s great, but otherwise, the pool can be dropped on the ground 

and it can be manhandled into position with 3 men.  
• The pool can even be turned on its side and moved around. 
• The pool can be lifted with a pair of 2 wheel trolleys 
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• Do NOT use short  forklift tines - unless you have tines longer than 2,500mm – there is a risk of 
puncturing the base. 

• Position the 3 aluminium ground straps so that they go under the pool. 
• Don’t permit the crusher dust to be disturbed too much, keep it as flat as possible.  

3.1) FRAMING ASSEMBLY – Pool first, frame last method 
 
Identify the following, and lay them in position. 
3  - Aluminium under pool straps,  
2  - ‘Horse Shoe’ semicircle straps 
2  - Side frames 
6 -  Steel joiner pieces 
8 -  M10 Stainless bolts, nuts, washers, for the side/ring connection. You will need an Alan key and 
spanner of correct size. 
12  - M8 Stainless bolts, nuts, washers, for the ‘foot’ connection. You will need an Alan key and spanner of 
correct size 
 
1) Ensure that the ‘horse shoe rings’ are facing the right way up – the taper on the flange must point in 

and down. 
 
2) Ensure that the frames are the correct way around – the taper on the flange points in and down. 

 
3) Ensure that the tie-straps are under the pool, spaced along the pool to suit the spacing of the side 

frames - 1120/1120mm about centre line. 
 
4) Chose the end that you want your skimmer, pump, return, and drain on and position the pool 

accordingly on top of the under pool straps. 
 

5) Lean up the 2 side frames against the side of the pool. This task is easiest if you use a vehicle tie-down 
strap from one side to the other, to prevent frames from falling – otherwise you need an additional 
assistant at each side to hold the side frame up. 
 

6) Place the feet of the side frame over the under pool tie straps stubs, and make the bolt connection – 
secure but not tight. 
 

7) Now bring up one semicircle end and make the flange connection to the side frame flange, secure but 
not tight. Snug the pool against this end, in anticipation of the ‘other end’ needing to be attached. 
 

8) Next - do the ‘other end’ semicircle to frame connection. If you find the semicircle is leaving a gap and 
you can’t get the bolt in, then use  4 – M10 studs, each 200mm long, as a temporary method of 
drawing the second end in tight – then replace the studs (one at a time) with the stainless bolts. 
 

9) Check that the pool is centralised, the straps are in correct positions, and that the end semicircles are 
level and tighten all connections. 
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3.2) ALTERNATE METHOD OF ASSEMBING FRAMING -  Frame first, pool 
last method 
 
In this method, the 3 straps, the 2 sides, and ONE end is pre-assembled.  
Then the pool is walked in from one end 
Then the last semicircle end is fitted. 
This method requires 4 strong men to be able to lift and carry/slide the pool into the open ended frame. 
This method is not recommended on a crusher dust base, as the crusher gets disturbed during the 
manhandling.  
You should not attempt to lift a pool over a completed frame without a crane. 
 

4) Fitting the skimmer  
Whilst it is quite possible for a tradesman or handyman to DIY the installation of a skimmer box, if 
possible do it in the controlled conditions of our factory. 
(Polyethylene is a flexible material, and dimensions change with temperature and with external forces, so 
measurements need to be physically re-confirmed  individually) 
 
1) Decide on which the end to position the skimmer. 
2) Decide on the water level – usually 150mm down from the inside edge of the pool lip – this will be the 
horizontal centre line of the skimmer cut-out.  
3) Position the skimmer flange inside the pool, (Careful, there is a top and a bottom to this) - align 
vertically and horizontally with the 150mm water line on the centre of the skimmer, and, using the flange 
as a template, mark out the INSIDE of the flange. This will be the cut-out. CAUTION - do not over size the 
cut-out.  
4) Use a drill and jigsaw, cut-out the skimmer hole 
5) Mark and drill the screw holes – (careful, there is a top and bottom to this), and de-bur the surfaces 
well 
6) Fix the skimmer box, using the screws and the gaskets provided. The gasket goes on the OUTSIDE of 
the pool. Ensure you have a good seal. Silicone can be used if necessary. The plastic can be sanded flat if it 
does not seal. 
7) Use thread tape, and screw in the 50-40mm reducing nipple. The filter hose has a rubber ‘O’ ring to 
seal 
 

5) Fitting the return fish-eye 
1) To fit the fish-eye, it is best to partially fill the pool with ‘settling water’, so the weight of the water 
makes the pool sit firmly and so the ends are pulled well down. Select a position that is not too low so 
that it does not interfere with the end semi-circle ring, and not so high that it is above the water line. 
Usually 270mm down from the inside lip to the centre line of the hole. 
2) Using a hole saw of the correct size, drill the fish-eye hole, and fit the fish-eye with gaskets, use silicone 
sealer if necessary. The soft gasket seal goes on the INSIDE of the pool, the fibre washer (if supplied) goes 
on the outside of the pool.  
Use thread tape and fit the 50-40 reducing nipple. The filter kit has a rubber ‘O’ ring as a seal used 
between the reducing nipple and the hose. 
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6) Pump & Filter 
Assemble the pump/filter, and add the inlet hose from the skimmer to the suction side of the pump, and 
a return hose from the filter to the fish-ball. Be very sure you follow the letters marked on the pump to 
get the suction to the pump FROM the skimmer, and the return TO the pool at the fish-eye. 
Use thread tape and the rubber ‘O’ rings provided to seal between the reducing nipple and the hose.  
 
Read the instructions with the filter kit for full details, including the adding of filter sand. 
Pool is supplied with a pump-cover, with cut-outs to suit the hose outlets. 
(Caution;-  Be aware that the pump-cover can be a climbing step for kids) 

7) Fencing 
Check with your local council – they will all need childproof fence. This should be completed before you 
introduce any ‘settling’ water or before rainwater makes this a drowning hazard. During installation, 
always leave the pool drain gate-valve open to reduce the chance of rainwater catchment. 
Your pool kit will include a ‘Resuscitation Sign’ – which you will need to display. 
 

8) Electrical 
The pump is fitted with a 2m cable and 3 prong 10A plug. Have your electrician install a weatherproof 
socket. Be aware of water splash from the pool. Ensure the power supply circuit has a ‘Safety Switch 
Earth Leakage RCD’. 
You might choose to use a timer to control the pumping times. 
 

9)  Water 
Fill with water, but only turn filter pump on once there is enough water to flood the skimmer – never run 
the pump dry. 
Use the floating chlorine dispensers with one tablets, and partially close the dispenser shutters to 
regulate chlorine use. 
A test kit and a cleaning kit are provided. 
Use your pool shop to do a professional water test occasionally, to keep the water sparkling. 
 

10)  Decking 
Many homeowners build a nice timber decking around the pool – see our website for inspiration 
 

11)  In-Ground Installation 
Polyworld Poly Pools are sold as ‘Above Ground’ pools – Polyworld does not warrant this product as an in-
ground pool, so installation is at your own risk.  
 

Enjoy! 
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